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Message Text 


1 . SUMMARY. PAKRADOUNI SUGGESTS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOUTROS IS UNWILLING TO COMMIT HIMSELF TO DECISIVE GOL 
ACTION ON THE STATUS OF MAIOR HADDAD AND MAIOR SHIDIAC 
BECAUSE OF POLITICAL INTIMIDATION FROM CAMILLE CHAMOUN 
AND BACHIR GEMAYEL. SARKIS MAY BE WILLING TO RISK 
ACTING ON THEIR STATUS ANYWAY. PROVIDED THAT HE CAN BE 
ASSURED THAT THE ISRAELIS WILL NOT SEEK TO TORPEDO THE 
EFFORT IN THE SOUTH OR ENCOURAGE THE LEBANESE FRONT IN 
BEIRUT TO AGITATE AGAINST IT. END SUMMARY. 


2. EMBOFF CALLED ON PHALANGE POLITICAL BUREAU MEMBER 
KARIM PAKRADOUNI JUNE 27. PAKRADOUNI SAID HE HAD EXTEN- 
SIVE DISCUSSION OF SOUTH LEBANON QUESTION WITH PRESIDENT 
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SARKIS AND FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS PRECEEDING DAY. 


3. ACCORDING TO PAKRADOUNI, ENTRY OF LEBANESE ARMY INTO 
SOUTH LEBANON IS CONTINGENT ON TWO FACTORS: (1) ESTAB- 
LISHMENT AND CONSOLIDATION OF UNIFIL CONTROL OF SOUTHERN 
BORDER AREA CURRENTLY CONTROLLED BY CHRISTIAN MILITIAS, 
HADDAD AND SHIDIAC; (2) DISPOSITION OF THE STATUS OF 
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HADDAD AND SHIDIAC THEMSELVES. ON THE LATTER QUESTION, 
PAKRADOUNI SAID THAT PRIME MINISTER HOSS IS INSISTING 
THAT HADDAD AND SHIDIAC BE HANDLED IN A FASHION IDEN- 
TICAL TO LEFTIST BREAKAWAY ARMY OFFICERS, SUCH AS LT. 

AHMED KHATIB. A VIABLE MINIMAL FIRST STEP IN PAKRADOUNI'S 
VIEW WOULD BE TO TRANSFER HADDAD AND SHIDIAC TO THE DIS- 
POSITION OF THE ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN BEIRUT, THAT IS, 

SIMPLY MOVING THEM FROM THE SOUTH. SARKIS AND BOUTROS, 
HOWEVER, FEAR THAT THIS WILL PROVOKE MAIOR REPERCUSSIONS 
FROM HARDLINING ELEMENTS OF THE LEBANESE FRONT - FROM 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN ON THE POLITICAL LEVEL AND FROM BACHIR 
GEMAYEL ON THE STREETS. 

4. BOUTROS, ACCORDING TO PAKRADOUNI, IS UNWILLING TO 
ASSUME DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY IN HIS CAPACITY AS MINISTER 
OF DEFENSE FOR ANY ACTION TO BRING HADDAD AND SHIDIAC 
UNDER CONTROL. IN THEIR DISCUSSION, BOUTROS HAD SAID 

TO SARKIS THAT ANY ACTION ON HADDAD AND SHIDIAC WOULD HAVE 
TO BE THROUGH ANOTHER MINISTER OF DEFENSE. PAKRADOUNI 
NOTED THAT SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM HAD ONCE OB- 
SERVED THAT BOUTROS WAS NOT AS COURAGEOUS AND DECISIVE 
AFTER THE BOMB IN MARCH 1977 (WHICH BLEW UP HALF OF HIS 
APARTMENT) AS BEFORE. PAKRADOUNI SAID HE HAD NOT PUT 
MUCH STOCK IN KHADDAM'S OPINION AT THAT TIME, BUT HAD 
COME MORE AND MORE TO BELIEVE IT RECENTLY. 
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5. DESPITE BOUTROS' OPPOSITION, PAKRADOUNI SAID HE 
BELIEVED THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS WOULD BE WILLING TO ACT 
ON HADDAD AND SHIDIAC, BUT UNDER ONE CONDITION: THE 
AMERICANS MUST TRANSMIT THE ISRAELI RESPONSE TO THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTION: IF THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT TAKES 
MINIMAL STEPS AGAINST HADDAD AND SHIDIAC, HOW WILL ISRAEL 
REACT? ESPECIALLY, WHAT CAN BE DONE TO MAKE SURE THAT 
ISRAEL DOES NOT ENCOURAGE CAMILLE CHAMOUN ANDD BACHIR 
GEMAYEL TO CAUSE TROUBLE IN BEIRUT? PAKRADOUNI SAID 
THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS LESS CONCERNED BY POSSIBLE OPEN 
DEFIANCE IN THE SOUTH THAN BY POSSIBLE TROUBLES IN BEIRUT. 
CHAMOUN COULD LAUNCH AN ATTACK AGAINST THE PRESIDENT IN 
THE POLITICAL ARENA; BACHIR AND HIS PHALANGE MILITIAS 
COULD, FOR STARTERS, INITIATE SOME KIND OF A GENERAL 
STRIKE ACTION, HOLDING DEMONSTRATIONS AND BURNING TIRES 
IN THE STREET. 
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6. PAKRADOUNI SAID HE WAS TELLING THE PRESIDENT THAT 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO ACT DECISIVELY ON THE HADDAD - 
SHIDIAC QUESTION, BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE PERIOD 

OF TIME ALLOWED UNDER THE EMERGENCY LEGISLATION (THAT 
IS, BY JUNE 30), EVEN AT SOME RISK. IN PAKRADOUNI'S 
VIEW, THE IMPORTANT THING WAS TO ACT DECISIVELY. IN THE 
LONGER RUN, HADDAD AND SHIDIAC COULD NOT SUCCESSFULLY 
DEFY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, THE WHOLE QUESTION 
OF REVIVAL OF THE LEBANESE ARMY - WHICH WAS FUNDAMENTAL 
TO THE SURVIVAL OF A UNIFIED LEBANON - DEPENDED ON 
MOVING THE ARMY INTO THE SOUTH, WHICH IN TURN 
DEPENDED ON THE REACTIONS OF THE LEBANESE FRONT IN BEIRUT 
AND OF THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS IN THE SOUTH, WHICH IN 
TURN DEPENDED ON THE ISRAELI ATTITUDE. HE THEREFORE 
HOPED THAT THE USG UNDERSTOOD THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF 
GETTING A CLEAR COMMITMENT FROM THE ISRAELIS TO SUPPORT 
OR AT LEAST NOT HINDER GOL ACTION ON HADDAD-SHIDIAC AND 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 03578 02 OF 02 281327Z 

ON SENDING THE ARMY SOUTH. 

7. PAKRADOUNI SAID HE THOUGHT THAT UNIFIL WAS EVER SO 
SLOWLY SUCCEEDING IN ESTABLISHING ITS CONTROL OF THE 
CHRISTIAN HELD AREAS ALONG THE BORDER. "ILS SONT 
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SERIEUX." HE OPINED THAT THE ISRAELIS DID NOT REALLY 
HAVE AN INTEREST IN SEEING UNIFIL SUCCEED IN THE SOUTH, 

INTER ALIA BECAUSE IT WOULD SET A DANGEROUS PRECEDENT 
FROM THE ISRAELI POINT OF VIEW: IF THE UN WERE TO 
SUCCEED IN ENFORCING THE PEACE AND CONTROLLING ARMED 
ELEMENTS IN THE SOUTH LEBANON ENVIRONMENT, THEN EVEN- 
TUALLY THEY COULD DO SO IN A WEST BANK POLITICAL ENTITY 
AS WELL. PARKER 
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